Recreational propane inhalation in an adolescent male.
Propane inhalation may be widespread, yet only a few cases have been reported. The victims were usually found dead, and only one other report describes firsthand the sought-after effects. We report on a 17 year-old male with a six month history of repeated inhalation. The patient manifested no pathophysiologic signs, but the ready availability of propane may result in an increase in its abuse. This activity carries considerable risk for trauma and/or sudden death. Our patient was able to recruit others to the practice by finding ways to avoid some of the unique, inherent deterrents.